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by JANICE PATTERSON

Most voters are more than a little confused 
about the upcoming Aug. 2, 2022 Primary 
Election. Simply said, for those voters living 

in Westlake and Bay Village, this election is the time to vote for candidates for District 
16 Ohio House of Representatives and for members of the State Central Committees 
for the Democratic and Republican parties. The May 2022 primary determined the 
winning candidates for many other offices and who have been advanced to appear 
on the November 2022 general election ballot. 

The Bay Village and Westlake/North Olmsted Chapters of the League of Women 
Voters of Greater Cleveland will host a  an in-person candidate forum on Tuesday, 
July 12, to introduce the contenders for the Ohio House of Representatives seat. The 
forum will take place at 7 p.m. at the North Olmsted branch of Cuyahoga County 
Public Library, 27403 Lorain Road. The forum will also be available virtually and will 
be recorded for those who are unable to attend live. (Visit youtube.com/c/Leagueof-
WomenVotersofGreaterCleveland.)

This election is occurring in August this year due to the complicated process for 
redrawing political districts after the 2020 U.S. Census. The process for this, for both 
state and federal offices, is described in the Ohio Constitution as a result of voter 
approvals in 2015 and 2018.

The state officials charged with drawing districts in 2022 prepared maps that were 
legally challenged, multiple times. The Ohio Supreme Court struck down several maps, 
but when pressed with critical deadlines for conducting elections, a federal court 
allowed the flawed Ohio House and Senate maps to be used for the next two years, 
i.e., the 2022 election only.

The deadline for registering to vote in the August election ended July 5. However, 
registered voters still have most of July to request a mail-in ballot and to vote and return 
that ballot to the Board of Elections. 

by WBVO STAFF

Interim Superinten-
dent and Director of 
Teaching and Learn-

ing Char Shryock is retir-
ing from Bay Village City 
School District as of July 
31, when her interim 
contract expires. The 
lifelong educator made 
the announcement at the 
June 27 Board of Educa-
tion meeting.

“Being connected to 
students has been at the 
heart of my work, in my 
34 years as an educator,” 
Shryock said. “I plan on 

seeking out new oppor-
tunities to use my expe-
rience to have a positive 
impact on education and 
students.”

Shryock has been 
an administrator with 
Bay Village Schools for 
11 years, when she was 
appointed the district’s 
Director of Teaching and 
Learning in 2011. Prior 
to coming to Bay Village 
Schools, Shryock served 
the Fairview Park City 
Schools for nearly 22 
years as a teacher, tech-
nology integration spe-
cialist, coach and 

curriculum leader. She 
started her career with 
Brooklyn City School dis-
trict as a building substi-
tute teacher.
 See SHRYOCK page 4

Longtime Bay Schools director 
and interim superintendent 

Char Shryock to retire

 See VOTING page 4

BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

Char Shryock

Voting information 
for Aug. 2 primary

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

Three new patrolmen officially 
joined the Westlake Police 
Department on Tuesday, June 

28. Alejandro Giraldo, Giovanni San-
tiago and Steve Barnie took the oath of 
office administered by Mayor Dennis 
Clough in the Michael Killeen Council 
Chambers at Westlake City Hall. The 
new officers each come to the City of 
Westlake having established excellent 
reputations during their time in their 
previous roles.

Prior to the oaths of office, Westlake 
Police Chief Kevin Bielozer described for 
the attendees the meticulous and rigor-
ous screening process the department 
uses when considering new hires.

“Everybody that’s about to be sworn 
in this morning has done an exceptional 
job at every step of that process,” Chief 
Bielozer said. “So we have every bit of 
confidence as we welcome them aboard 

onto the team here at the Westlake 
Police Department. We are really seri-
ous not just about excellent teamwork 
and service, but training and continually 
refining our abilities as police officers.”
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 See RETHINK page 2

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

I recently made a trip to the 
Ikea store in Columbus. 
The upper level is the show-

room, where Ikea displays their 
products in real situations: living 
rooms, kitchens, bedrooms, etc. 
When you go down to the lower 
level, you enter the retail area, 
where you can put items that you would 
like to purchase in your cart.

Before entering that area, there is a 
large sign painted on the wall that reads 
“Fill your cart with conscious decisions.” 
If you have read my columns before, you 
know I LOVED to see that. I even took a 
photo of the sign, pictured here.  

I have written about this before, and 
the how the last “R” should be the one 
on the top of our minds: Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle, and Rethink. Rethink! What a 
great idea to promote. Each of us should 
be taking time to think – and rethink – 

about our purchases.
When I ask you to think about your 

purchases, I’m asking you to consider the 
following: Do I need this? If yes, then: Is 
this the correct item that will fulfill my 
need? If yes, then: Is this item one that 
will last? Is it quality? If no, then research 
higher quality items that will last you 
longer. It may cost more now, but save 
you time and money in the future. If the 
item is something you need, it is some-
thing that is high quality and will last, 
then go ahead and purchase it!

A message 
more stores 
should 
promote

THE GREEN REPORT

An aspirational sign posted at the Ikea store 
in Columbus.

Westlake Police welcome            
3 new patrol officers

Ptl. Alejandro Giraldo has his new 
badge pinned on by a family member 
at Westlake City Hall.

 See POLICE page 8
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Believe me, I KNOW how tempting it 
is to purchase things that are inexpensive, 
on sale, etc. However, I am very much 
trying to evaluate all of my purchases in 
this manner. I don’t always succeed, but 
when I refrain from purchasing some-
thing because it’s not something that is 
necessary in my life, I feel better about 
it. Similarly, if I refrain from purchasing 
a cheap version of something we need, 
and invest in higher quality items that 
will last us, I am equally pleased with my 
decision.

I am evaluating all purchases, from 
clothing to furniture, to food. Yes, even 
food. I find that when I make an impulse 
buy for something on sale (typically some 
sort of packaged snack for my kids) they 
end up not even liking it. Sticking to what 
I know they like, purchasing new items 
that I truly believe they will like, elimi-
nates a lot of food waste from our house.

Ok, back to Ikea. Yes, I know Ikea 
is known for its great prices – but that 
doesn’t mean its items are cheap in the 
sense that they are cheaply made. Some 
of their stuff is – but a lot of the items 

they offer should last just as long as more 
expensive counterparts.

I went with my daughter to purchase 
items for going to college this fall. Bed-
ding, pillows, silverware, laundry bag, 
hangers, food containers, storage con-
tainers, plant pots, kitchen supplies are 
all things we purchased and all items that 
will be used for years and years.

Additionally, to ensure you purchase 
what you want and need, Ikea gives you 
one year to return items! Yep, so if you 
change your mind within a year about 
something, just go bring it back. They 
would rather take it than having their 
products end up in a landfill somewhere.

While shopping, keep in mind the 
message they are displaying: "Fill your 
cart with conscious decisions." I don’t 
know about you, but I feel as though 
most stores would love for you to walk 
through filling your cart with everything 
under the sun whether you need it or not. 
For the store to be telling its customers 
essentially to purchase what they need 
and refrain from over-buying things they 
don’t, is a pretty wonderful message for 
a corporation to be giving its customers.  

Please, when making ANY pur-
chase from ANY store, make a “con-
scious decision.” 

by MICHAEL O'DONNELL

The Westlake-Bay Village Rotary 
is again hosting their second 
annual Art Festival on Satur-

day July 30, in the green space on the 
campus of the Westlake Porter Public 
Library. 

This year, the Art Festival will 
officially kick off at 10:00 a.m. with 
a special ribbon-cutting by morn-
ing radio personality Tim Richards 
from Star 102.1 FM. Westlake’s Jen 
Touhey has passed the baton to her 
co-anchor this year. Tim, a traditional 
East-sider has graciously accepted 
the invitation to come from Mentor 
and open the Westlake-Bay Village 
Rotary Festival.  

This one-day rain or shine family 
friendly event has something for 
everyone with over 50 original artists, 
live music, food trucks, a beer and 
wine garden, balloons for kids, and 
plenty of free parking.  

This year's Art Festival will feature 
local Cleveland artist Shaun Kinley. 
Shaun is internationally famous for 
his Cleveland skylines, cityscapes, 
bridges, and sports acrylic impres-
sions on canvass. Shaun has demon-
strated over 28 years of creativity in his 
artwork and will have several original 
paintings for sale as the 2022 featured 
artist.  

In addition to the festival, the 
Westlake Kiwanis is also hosting a 
pancake breakfast for early risers at 
8:00 a.m. at the Westlake Elementary 
School next to the Porter Library. This 
allows patrons enjoy breakfast with 
the Kiwanis then walk to the Porter 
Library and enjoy the festival. 

There is still time for artists to 
participate in this year’s festival. 
Simply fill out an application at www.
westlakebayvillagerotaryartfest.com 
while booth spaces are still avail-
able. For more information about 
the Rotary Art Festival, and business 
sponsorships patrons may contact 
Joe Kraft directly at josephkraft7@
gmail.com. 
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Randolph L. Knavel, Attorney at Law
• Retirement Income Planning
• Wills & Living Trusts  -  Powers of Attorney
• Social Security and Elder Law Questions
• Long Term Care Planning - In-Home Appts.
1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake 
Call (440) 946-5155 to schedule an appt.

Protect and Preserve Your Retirement Nest Egg
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WBVO Spring 2022

OH 16180 | OH 33083

BEAT THE HEATBEAT THE HEAT

440-871-7525

Don’t Delay. Don’t Delay. 
Call Today.Call Today.

WBVO_SPRING_2021

Local radio 
personality to 
open Westlake 
Art Festival

PLEASE PROOFREAD. ©2021WBVO

St. Raphael Church: Maintenance Worker Position
Full-time, 2nd shift, Mon-Fri, 2:30-10:30 p.m. 

Previous experience a plus. 
Must be a self-starter: oversee activities on 2nd shift, 

general custodial cleaning, maintenance repairs, setup and 
teardown for church and school events, snow removal. 
Contact Keith Benya: kbenya@saintraphaelparish.com

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

The summer Porch Talk 
series at the Reuben Osborn 
Learning Center kicks off on 

Sunday, July 10, at 2:15 p.m. and 
focuses on the centennial of the Bay 
Village Schools.

Bay Village Alumni Associa-
tion President Jim Joyce will talk 
about the history of the Bay schools 
spanning the years 1922 to 2022, as 
well as the plans for the Centennial 
celebration.

Admission is free and open 
to the public. Attendees are asked 
to bring their own lawn chair. The 
Reuben Osborn Learning Center is 
located at the intersection of Lake 
and Cahoon roads in Bay Village. 

Osborn Porch 
Talk focuses on 
centennial of 
Bay schools

620 Dover Center Rd.
Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop
ALL HAIRCUTS $20

Stop in anytime,
or call for an appointment

440-871-0899
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NEED
URGENT

30655 DETROIT RD IN WESTLAKE

DRIVE THRU DONATION CENTER ATDRIVE THRU DONATION CENTER AT

GOODWILL IS IN URGENT
NEED OF DONATIONS...
TEXTILES, HOUSEWARES,
BOOKS, ELECTRONICS 
AND MORE!

NEAR THE CABIN CLUB RESTAURANT
GOODWILLGOODSKILLS.org

27333 Center Ridge Road 
Westlake, OH 44145

by LYDIA GADD

Do you often feel a sense of solitude 
in the world? Does that feeling 
stay with you, even when you are 

around a group of people?
That feeling is loneliness. Since lone-

liness is often a byproduct of loss, older 
adults are more susceptible. The loss of a 
significant other, of course, is a major trig-
ger. A recent AARP study reports that 47% 
of older adults who have lost a partner in 
the last five years identify as lonely. Post-
retirement existential crises can also be a 
trigger as well as any declines in health that 
can discourage folks from venturing out (i.e. 
trouble with vision, hearing or mobility).  

Have you been encouraged by others 
to get out and get active but haven't been 
able to get very far? 

If for any reason this is the case, and 
you are 50 or older, the Westlake Com-
munity Services Department, with partner 
support from the Cleveland Clinic Avon 
and Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospitals 
has something designed just for you.

Our new program, called ETC. 
(Engage, Thrive, Connect) will help you 
do just that. Get started by contacting us at 
440-899-3544 and ask to make an appoint-
ment for ETC. You will be assigned to one of 
our coaches who will give you a tour of our 
facility, orient you to our activity and class 
offerings and assist you with an individual-

ized plan to connect. There will be group 
sessions along with 1:1 check-ins through-

out the course of the year-long program. 
There is no cost to join, and no obliga-

tion to stay. We are simply hoping that once 
you engage, you will keep wanting to come 
back. We will give you a short (one page) 
survey to complete at the beginning of the 
year, mid-year and again at the end. How 
much you want to participate in between 
is up to you.

Why are we doing this?
In short, it is a part of our mission. 

Thanks to community support we have so 
much to offer and are able to keep every-
thing low or no cost. We have classes such 
as meditation, history, exercise, discus-
sion groups, and art. We have games from 
chair volleyball to chess. We have social 
functions, entertainment and a cafe. All 
of this was created specifically for older 
adults to have a place to thrive and enjoy 
their later years. 

We are also doing this because 

chronic loneliness and social isolation are 
bad for your health; equivalent to smok-
ing 15 cigarettes per day. In short we want 
to do our part to help you improve your 
overall wellness. Our department is called 
Community Services, and loneliness is a 
community problem.

As a department of the city of Westlake, 
some of our services are resident specific, 
but our Plus 50 programs and classes are 
open to non-residents as well. Westlake 
Community Services is located at 28975 
Hilliard Boulevard on the beautiful park 
campus of the Westlake Recreation Center. 
You can find out more about us at www.
cityofwestlake.org/community-services or 
visit our Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/WestlakeCommunityServices. 

Combat loss and 
loneliness after age 50

by CYNTHIA WHITE

Bay High School seniors Maizy 
Ereditario and Jack Mediate 
were awarded Champion of 

Democracy scholarships of $1,000 
each by the Bay Chapter of the League 
of Women Voters at the Kiwanis 
Award Ceremonies on May 23. The 
scholarships were awarded based on 
their persuasive and moving essays 

on the topic “Democracy is not a 
spectator sport.”

Maizy Ereditario is planning to 
attend Ohio University to study chem-
ical engineering. She was involved in 
Buckeye Girls State and served as Vice 
President of NHS, as well as golf team, 
lacrosse team, YPF, SADD, and the 
kindness club.

Jack Mediate is planning to 
attend The Ohio State University to 

study political science. Among his 
many accomplishments, he is an 
Eagle Scout and was senior class pres-
ident and Head Chair of Model UN. 
He was active in registering voters at 
the high school and helped with the 
school board and city council forums 
the League sponsored for the Novem-
ber 2021 election.

We send them our best wishes for 
all their future endeavors. 

WESTLAKE CENTER FOR SENIOR & COMMUNITY SERVICES

Bay LWV awards Champion of Democracy scholarships

Maizy Ereditario Jack Mediate
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During her year as Interim 
Superintendent, she rolled out 
a new district strategic plan; led 
the district’s ongoing COVID-19 
plan that resulted in in-person 
learning for the year; unveiled a 
new district website and mobile 
app; contributed toward a second 
National Blue Ribbon School 
award for Westerly Elementary 
School (grades 3 and 4); contin-
ued a 20-year run as a Best Com-
munity for Music Education dis-
trict award; initiated an in-person 
Town Hall series for residents to 
attend and ask questions about 
the state of education; helped 
build external relationships within 
the City of Bay Village, its senior 
centers, and local nonprofit and 
civic organizations; served on the 
executive board for the Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center; advo-
cated for full-time building sub-
stitute teachers; negotiated new 
contracts with all district bargain-
ing units; and worked with a com-
munity and staff advisory team to 
earn Bay Village Schools Purple 
Star status as a military-friendly 
district.

The former middle and 
high school science and English 
teacher also made a commit-
ment 11 years ago to work with 
the district’s kindergarteners on 
a weekly basis, teaching an inte-

grated literacy and math/science 
lesson. In addition, she shared her 
own experiences in archaeology 
and paleontology with classes at 
Westerly and Bay Middle School 
each year.

“Char embraced the Interim 
Superintendent role wholeheart-
edly,” said Bay High School Princi-
pal Jason Martin. “She is a student-
centered leader who found great 
joy in daily interactions with stu-
dents at all grade levels, and found 
ways to be present, build relation-
ships and support student-lead 
initiatives throughout the year."

Throughout her career, 
Shryock, a respected state and 
national presenter and profes-
sional learning provider, has 
been recognized for her knowl-
edge and talents, including being 
named Teacher of the Year by 
the Fairview Park City Schools, 
Administrator of the Year by the 
Science Education Council of 
Ohio (SECO), named Outstand-
ing Math Educator by the Greater 
Cleveland Council of Teachers 
of Math, and receiving the pres-
tigious Oak Tree Award by the 
state of Ohio PTA Council. She has 
served on multiple Ohio Depart-
ment of Education committees, 
contributing to the Ohio Strategic 
Plan, revising the Ohio Learning 
Standards for Science and the 
Extended Standards for Science 
and Math, and leading the Ohio 
Educator Leader Cadre. Nation-
ally, she has been a Collaborative 

for Student Success Fellow, and a 
State Lead with Achievethecore.
org Core Advocate Network.

"During her more than 
decade-long commitment to Bay 
Village Schools, Char has been a 
relationship-oriented leader who 
focused on supporting, motivat-
ing and developing our students 
and our staff,” said District Trea-
surer Meghan Rohde. “She has 
a true passion for education and 
serving students."

The Avon Lake resident is 
a graduate of Baldwin Wallace 
University (B.S. in Education) 
and Ashland University (M.A. in 
Education), also completing her 
School Superintendent Licen-
sure coursework with Ashland 
University. She enjoys traveling, 
reading and biking. For 17 years, 
she has volunteered her time in 
the summer to be an Archaeol-
ogy Field Unit Supervisor for the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History.

Shryock and her husband, 
Todd, have an adult daughter, 
Allison, who is attending law 
school on the West Coast.

Shryock began her dual role 
with Bay Village Schools on Aug. 
1, 2021, after then Superinten-
dent Jodie Hausmann resigned to 
become the Executive Director of 
Connect. Scot Prebles was named 
the next Superintendent of the 
district this past spring, and his 
official start date with Bay Village 
Schools is Aug. 1, 2022. 

SHRYOCK          
from front page    
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SAVE THE DATE
Westlake-Bay Village Rotary 

ART 
FESTIVAL
Saturday, July 30, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
On the grounds of Porter Public Library 
and Westlake Elementary School
For artist application, on-line submission and more information
Visit - www.westlakebayvillagerotaryartfest.com

Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

The vote-by-mail deadlines are:
July 30, noon – Deadline for requesting vote-by-mail 

ballots from Cuyahoga County Board of Elections. (The request 
form is available online, but must be mailed or hand-delivered 
to the Board office to be included in the voter list.)

Aug. 1 – Vote-by-mail ballots mailed back to the Board of 
Elections must be postmarked on or before Aug. 1.

Aug. 2 – Vote-by-mail ballots returned directly to the 
Board of Elections must be dropped off by 7:30 p.m. on Election 
Day, Aug. 2, in the designated drop box.

Another reminder to all vote-by-mail voters is that U.S. 
postage will increase July 10, so your ballot envelope will need 
60 cents postage after that date.

Finally, it is important that voters properly complete their 
vote-by-mail application. Many vote-by-mail applications 
received by the Cuyahoga Board of Elections in late June were 
rejected for the following reasons: 

• Voter requested an “issues only” ballot, but there are no 
issues included in the Aug. 2 election

• Voter did not request a specific ballot. In a primary, a 
voter must request either a Republican or Democratic ballot.

To learn more about the candidates running in the Aug. 
2 primary, please go to vote411.org to access the League of 
Women Voters' nonpartisan voter guide.

District 16 candidate forum set for July 12
The Bay Village and Westlake/North Olmsted chapters of 

the League of Women Voters are co-sponsoring a Candidate 
Forum for the new House District 16 (Bay Village, Westlake, 
North Olmsted, Olmsted Falls and Berea) on Tuesday, July 
12, at 7:00 p.m. A special primary election will be held Tues-
day, Aug. 2.

There will only be a Democratic forum as the Republican 
primary candidate is unopposed. The Forum will be held in-
person at the North Olmsted Branch Library, 27403 Lorain 
Road, and will be recorded and live-streamed. A link to the 
Zoom room is available at bit.ly/lwv-forum-july. Written ques-
tions from the audience will be accepted. 

VOTING from front page    
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HAVE YOUR FAMILY
JOIN OUR FAMILY

REGISTER INFO Register and learn more at the West Shore 
Family YMCA front desk or call 440-871-6885

TRI AT THE Y | 7/16

REGISTRATION 
FEE

$25Join us Saturday, July 16, 2022, 8am – 2pm, 
as we kick off the Tri at the Y indoor triathlon 
at the West Shore Family YMCA. 

 10 Minute
Swim

 20 Minute
Bike

 15 Minute
Run

ON FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIPS

SCAN WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE CAMERA

JOIN AT CLEVELANDYMCA.ORG/JOIN

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The First Family Project, "Preven-
tion of Kids' Head Trauma," is a 
program that was inspired by the 

Ohio District Kiwanis Foundation "Safe 
and Healthy Kids Initiative." 

The Westlake Kiwanis are doing 
their part by providing safety helmets 

for all the youth who have graduated 
from Westlake's Safety Town for the 
past three years. Westlake Kiwanis 
want kids safe as they ride their bikes, 
go-carts, skateboards, scooters, etc. 
By making helmets available they 
hope to do their part as Kiwanians 
to help reduce the number of head 
trauma cases. 

Westlake Mayor and Westlake Kiwanian Dennis Clough with Tim 
Cornelius of Fairview Park Kiwanis and Safety Pup, the newest member 
of Westlake Kiwanis. Tim is the former governor of Ohio District Kiwanis 
who started the Helmet Project.

Kiwanis promote prevention 
of kids' head trauma by KAREN MISCIAGNA

The Bay Village Board of Educa-
tion voted unanimously on June 
27 to confirm the appointment of 

Aaron Ereditario as the district’s Direc-
tor of Human Resources and Operations. 
Ereditario currently serves as Principal 
of Bay Middle School. 

In his new role, Ereditario will lead 
the district’s personnel program and 
business operations. He will work out of 
the Board of Education office, 377 Dover 
Center Road. The Bay Village resident 
has worked for Bay Village Schools for 
the last 11 years, serving at Bay Middle 
School the last three years, and the eight 
years prior as Assistant Principal of Bay 
High School.

“I have cherished my time as Prin-
cipal of Bay Middle School – and before 
that as Assistant Principal of Bay High 
School – and I am excited about my new 
role with the district,” said Ereditario. “I 
look forward to working with all parents 
and staff, Pre-K through grade 12, and 
ensuring Bay Village Schools secures the 
best talent for its buildings.”

Ereditario received a BS in Psy-
chology and a BA in Spanish from the 
University of North Dakota; a MEd 
from Ashland University in Educational 
Administration; and an MBA from Bald-
win Wallace University, with a focus on 
Human Resources. This Spanish teacher 

began his career in 2000 at Open Door 
Christian School in Elyria, and then as a 
teacher and coach at Avon High School, 
before becoming Assistant Principal at 
Vermilion High School. Ereditario joined 
the Bay Village City School District in 
2011. 

He and his wife, Bridget, have four 
children: twin daughters Kathryn and 
Maizy, members of Bay High School’s 
Class of 2022; Rocco, a rising freshman 
at Bay High School; and Isabelle, age 2. 
Ereditario is also active within the Bay 
Village community, serving as a trustee 
for the Bay Village Education Founda-
tion, as a member of the Kiwanis Club 
of Bay Village and he served as an Elder 
with Bay Presbyterian Church. He also 
is a program director for the district’s 
STEM Academy. 

“Aaron’s talent and experience 
made him the best person for this impor-
tant position within our district,” said 
Interim Superintendent Char Shryock. 
“We take comfort in knowing Aaron will 
play a large role in finding his successor.”

Interim Superintendent Shryock 
and future Superintendent Scot Prebles 
worked together on this hire, and will 
continue that collaboration in selecting 
the next Principal of Bay Middle School. 

Ereditario succeeds Moira Erwine, 
who served as Interim Director of 
Human Resources for the 2021-22 school 
year. 

WESTLAKE KIWANIS CLUB
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District taps BMS principal for 
human resources, operations role
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s early July 2022 calendar of 
events. All programs are subject to 
change. Check westlakelibrary.org or 
follow the library on Facebook and Twit-
ter (@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Wednesday, July 6 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
Horror Film Club – Join us for another 
creepy classic from the Vault! New mem-
bers are welcome, but children under 13 
must be with an adult. Join us in person 
or stream on Watch2Gether.com. The link 
will be posted at 6 p.m. the day of the pro-
gram. Please register.

Wednesdays, July 6 and 13 (7-7:30 
p.m.) and Saturdays, July 9, 16 and 30 
(10:30-11 a.m.) Family Storytime – Join 
us for rhymes, songs and play! For fami-
lies with children ages 2-6. Siblings are 
welcome. Registration begins one week 
before each session.

Thursday, July 7 and Monday, July 25 
(1-7 p.m.) American Red Cross Blood-
mobile

Thursday, July 7 (2-3 p.m.) Teen 
Crafternoons – Join us for in-person 
crafting. For teens in grades 7-12.

Thursday, July 7 (9-10 p.m.) Virtual 
Author Talk: Alka Joshi – Join us online 
for an evening with the New York Times 
bestselling author of "The Henna Artist" 
as she discusses her book. Streamed live. 
Please register.

Friday, July 8 (10 a.m.-noon) Hand 
Sewing for Literacy – Learn basic 
sewing skills and create a sewn project 
while listening to a story with sewing as 
its central theme. Hand sewing helps kids 
develop fine motor skills, hand-eye coor-
dination, self-confidence, patience and 
focus – skills used in reading and writing. 
Caregivers are encouraged to stay for the 
program to learn the sewing techniques 
and assist their child(ren). Younger sib-
lings are welcome and a simple stitching 
project will be available for them. Grades 
3-5. Please register.

Friday, July 8 (1-3 p.m.) Movies @ 
Your Library – Enjoy a feature-length 
newly released movie or favorite family 
classic! Contact Youth Services for specific 
title. All ages. Please register.

Friday, July 8 (4-4:30 p.m.) Read 
It, Make It @ the Library – Make a 
craft based on a story that is read aloud. 
Grades PreK-1, siblings are welcome. 
Please register.

Saturday, July 9 (1-2 p.m.) Pokémon 
Fun – Join Miss Rachel for Pokémon fun! 

This will be a time to view and trade cards, 
do a craft (if desired), and play a Pokémon 
bingo game. Feel free to bring your cards! 
Ages 6-11. Please register.

Sunday, July 10 (2-3 p.m.) Brick 
Builders – Do you love Legos? Bring your 
ideas and imagination to Brick Builders! 
Bricks provided. No registration required, 
but room capacity is limited. First come, 
first served. Ages 5-12.

Sunday, July 10 (2-4 p.m.) Anime 
Club – A great club for anime and manga 
lovers! All otaku and newbies welcome! 
Grades 7-Adult. Please register.

Monday, July 11 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Crafty Adults Kit Pick-Up – Feeling 
crafty? Make a craft project of your own 
with this simple pick-up kit. For adults 
with developmental or intellectual dis-
abilities. Please register.

Monday, July 11 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Tween Craft Kit Pick-Up: Shrinky 
Dink Crafts – A take home craft for 
grades 4-6. Please register.

Tuesday, July 12 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Computer Basics & Introduction to 
Northstar – Learn how to turn on a com-
puter, use a mouse, go online, and access 
Northstar Digital Literacy for self-paced 
online learning. Please register.

Tuesdays, July 12, 19 and 26 (2-2:30 
p.m.) Reading Buddies – Partner up 
with one of our teen reading buddies to 
practice your reading skills and share your 
favorite stories! Grades 1-3. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Tuesday, July 12 (2-4 p.m.) Make and 
Take Jump Rope Fun – Make your own 
jump rope using recycled plastic grocery 
bags and learn some chants to try it out! 
Ages 8-12. Please register.

Tuesday, July 12 (4-4:45 p.m.) The 
Science of Magic Tree House – Join 
Mrs. K as we explore the book "Tonight 
on the Titanic." Grades 1-2. Please register.

Tuesday, July 12 (6-8:30 p.m.) Heart-
Saver CPR/AED – Get certified for adult, 
child, and infant CPR and AED. Class led 
by certified instructors from UH St. John 
Medical Center. Visit uhems.org/event-
search to register. Email account required. 
Participants under the age of 14 must 
have a parent or legal guardian in class. If 
any questions, contact the instructors at 
uh4cpr@gmail.com. 

Tuesday, July 12 (7-8:30 p.m.) Tues-
day Evening Book Club (In Person 
AND Virtual) – Join us in person or on 
Zoom to discuss "The Push" by Ashley 
Audrain. The discussion will be held in 
person and on Zoom simultaneously. 
Please register. If you register for the Zoom 

option you will receive a Zoom invitation 
and instructions by email.

Wednesdays, July 13 and 27 (3-4 p.m.) 
Family Game and Puzzle Time – Put 
together a puzzle or enjoy a game at the 
library! You can bring your own or use 
one of ours! Ages 3-12. Families can gather 
and have fun in an understanding and 
empathetic environment. This program is 
inclusive and is for those with disabilities 
and typical peers. Registration begins one 
week before each session.

Wednesday, July 13 (7-8 p.m.) Cook-
book Discussion – Join us as we share 
recipes from "The Pioneer Woman Cooks: 
Dinnertime" by Ree Drummond. This 
book is available to download on Hoopla 
Digital. Pick a dish from the book to share 
with a group of 15. Please email your selec-
tion or any questions to victoria.vogel@
westlakelibrary.org by July 8. We’ll meet to 
share our dishes and discuss any changes 
we would have made. Please register.

Thursday, July 14 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Microsoft Excel & Introduction to 
Northstar – Learn the basics of Microsoft 
Excel, and how to access Northstar Digi-
tal Literacy for self-paced online learning. 
Registration begins July 7.

Thursday, July 14 (noon-1 p.m.) Vir-
tual Author Talk: David Allen – Join 
us online as we sit down with New York 
Times bestselling author David Allen, one 
of the world’s most influential thinkers 
on personal productivity. Streamed live. 
Please register.

Thursday, July 14 (6:30-7:15 p.m.) and 
Saturday, July 23 (11-11:45 a.m.) Adapted 
Storytime – Join us for this storytime 
designed for children who may not be 
successful in a typical storytime. Content 
is geared toward ages 3-7. Registration 
opens one week before each session.

Thursday, July 14 (7-8 p.m.) Thurs-
day Night Book Discussion – "Take 
Me Apart" by Sarah Sligar. Participants will 
need to obtain their own copies of the title. 
Please register.

Fridays, July 15 and 22 (9:30-10 a.m.) 
Summer Yoga with Ms. Jen – Calm 
your body, mind and spirit in this yoga 
class taught by Ms. Jen, certified yoga 
instructor! Wear comfy clothes and bring 
your own mat or towel. Ages 2-6, siblings 
welcome. Registration begins one week 
before each session.

Friday, July 15 (10-10:45 a.m.) Read-
ing Rocks! – Celebrate how great reading 
is at this special adapted storytime, and 
then paint a rock afterward! Ages 5-10. For 
children with disabilities and their typical 
peers. Registration begins July 8.

Friday, July 15 (9-10:30 p.m.) Movies 
Under the Stars – Enjoy a feature length 
newly released DVD or favorite family 
classic. Contact the library for specific 
titles. We will be outside in our field enjoy-

ing an evening under the stars. Movies 
will begin at dusk; bring lawn chairs and 
blankets for chilly evenings. Snacks are 
okay to bring. Building restrooms will be 
accessible. Caregivers must stay with their 
child(ren) during programming. No regis-
tration required.

Saturday, July 16 (2-3:30 p.m.) Smash 
Bros. Tournament – Test your Super 
Smash Bros skills at our annual tourna-
ment. Additional game stations will also 
be set up and snacks will be provided. This 
event is for anyone heading into grades 
7-12. Register starting July 9 to save your 
spot. Drop-ins welcome, but space is lim-
ited.

Saturday, July 16 (4-5:30 p.m.) Adult 
Smash Bros. Tournament – Test your 
Super Smash Bros skills at our annual tour-
nament. Additional game stations will also 
be set up and snacks will be provided. This 
event is for anyone 18+. Register begin-
ning July 9 to save your spot. Drop-ins are 
welcome, but space is limited.

Monday, July 18 (1-2:30 p.m.) True 
Crime Book Club – This month’s title 
is "Amy: My Search for Her Killer: Secrets 
and Suspects in the Unsolved Murder of 
Amy Mihaljevic" by James Renner. Please 
register.

Monday, July 18 (2-3 p.m.) Roblox 
Arcade – Love Roblox? We have some 
private servers set up for Tweens in grades 
4-6 to hang out with their friends and 
enjoy some of the most popular games via 
Zoom. Join us in person or online. Please 
register.

Monday, July 18 (3-4 p.m.) Oceans 
of Possibilities – The ocean is an expan-
sive oasis teeming with life and wonder 
hidden away under endless stretches of 
rolling waves. For many people, what’s 
under the surface is only ever witnessed 
in books and movies. Greater Cleveland 
Aquarium provides the unique oppor-
tunity to see some of these magnificent 
animals up-close. Watch in awe as sharks, 
stingrays and other sea creatures from the 
pages of your books come to life on your 
screen. Discover other fascinating ocean-
dwellers and learn all about this spectacu-
lar aquatic world. This program will take 
place on Zoom. Please register.

Monday, July 18 (7-8:30 p.m.) 3D 
Printing Orientation – In order to use 
the library's 3D printer, you'll need to 
take this orientation first. Learn library 
policies about using it, how to download a 
3D-printable object, and how to prepare it 
for a great print. Registration begins July 11.

Monday, July 18 (7-8 p.m.) Inves-
tors' Interest Group: Financial & 
Estate Planning – Presented by Connie 
Costanzo with Association of Financial 
Educators. Please register.

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s                       
late June calendar of events

VOTE ON AUGUST 2ND 
SPECIAL PRIMARY ELECTION

I work for you. 
As your current State Representative in Bay Village and Westlake, I’m committed to addressing the needs of 
our district. I deliver results for our community:  
 
• $100,000 - Bay Village Village Green Improvements
• $100,000 - Westlake’s Lilly Weston House 

American Rescue Plan Local Funds:
• $798,970 - Bay Village
• $1,684,390 - Westlake

I love serving our community and I ask for your vote on August 2nd  
so I can continue my years of commitment to our district.

TRUSTED. PROVEN. COMMITTED.     www.MoniqueSmith.com
PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF MONIQUE SMITH
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Bay Village Resident

Jim’s Handyman Services
Over 30 years of Experience

Jim Clair/Owner
216-287-4761

mrjimclair@gmail.com
Licensed and Insured – Free Estimates

dba for Skysun, LLC  www.skysunsolar.com

by JEFF BING

So, if you’ve been reading any of my recent 
Observer columns, not only are you in the 
minority, but you’ve probably also noticed 

that I’m rather excited by the play of the ballclub 
formerly known as the Indians.  

And if you’ve been following the team with 
any regularity, you’ve probably picked up on some-
thing else as well: there are a lot of guys on the 
team whose names are either vaguely – or totally 
– unfamiliar.

Not to worry, friend. Typically, the fans of 
teams that are the youngest in the majors typi-
cally suffer from the same general affliction, and 
I believe the medical term for this is “nameous 
unfamiliaritis.”  

Now, before you go looking for the bottle of 
calamine lotion and the bag of cotton balls, try to 
get a grip for a moment and listen to reason: You 
don’t need meds to rid yourself of the nameous 
unfamiliaritis demon.

The cure for what ails us is not found in a 
bottle and doesn’t even require a trip to the local 
pharmacy, as the cure is simple: player nicknames.

See, you like watching the Guardians because 
they are representing Cleveland, but you’re also 
freaking out because you don’t know who you’re 
rooting for. The players' names are foreign, much 
like the cast in a poorly dubbed “B” movie.  

So how about we come up with some nick-
name for these guys?

This column, we’ll focus on pitching. Here’s 
a few I came up with:

Shane Bieber: I know, I know, he’s been 
traipsing around with “Not Justin” Bieber plas-
tered on his back for a few years now. Anybody 
else sick of that? How about: “Leave it to Bieber” 
which is a play on words in reference to the old 
“Leave it to Beaver” TV show. Admit it: it’s funny. 
You’re just angry you didn’t come up with it first.

Anthony Castro: Okay, I know what you’re 
thinking, but “Fidel” is just too easy. So easy, in 
fact that it’s not funny. How about “Oilo De La 
Castro”? You know …  a play on castor oil. It’s not 
just funny, it’s genius.

Aaron Civale: Okay, I think this is a real 
winner: “Civale Libertalies.” Civil Liberties, baby! 
The judges are all holding up all “10s” for that one. 
(You’re welcome.)

Enyel De Los Santos: Okay, wait for it … 
“Clausos De Los Santos” aka, Santa Claus. (Did I 
just hear a “Ho-ho-ho” out there?)

Triston McKenzie: Triston “The Piston” 
McKenzie. I know, I know, it sounds like a bas-
ketball nickname, or maybe even a boxer’s. But 
I just like the sound, as it has a poetic ring to it. 
Sorry, Triston, just deal with it. Someday you’ll 
thank me. Or maybe punch me.

Eli Morgan: We can’t even think about going 
in the Eli Whitney direction, so we won’t. I think 
“Captain Morgan” has a more dignified quality to 
it, don’t you? And he might get a few endorsement 
offers from the rum folks if he pitches well. Cheers.

That’s it for this issue, gang. Remember to 
think up some nicknames for these and other 
players on the squad. I can’t do all the heavy lift-
ing here.    

What's in a name?
SPORTING VIEWS

 by MICHAEL FERRY

The Foundry Community 
Rowing and Sailing Center in 
Cleveland provides fun, safe 

and accessible training for middle 
and high school students in the 
growing sports of rowing and sailing. 
This non-profit organization opened 
in 2017 and many student athletes 
participate year-round in these two 
water sports.

On June 4 and 5, the 2022 ISSA 
Fleet Race National Championship 
(Mallory Trophy) was hosted by Mis-
sion Bay Yacht Club in San Diego, 
California. The Bay Sailing Team, 
which trains with the Foundry’s High 
School Sailing Team, qualified and 
traveled to California to compete in 
this high school level regatta.

June 4 began with overcast skies, 
moderate temperatures, and a vari-
able WSW breeze averaging about 
7 knots. Winds were up and down 

throughout the day.  The regatta 
completed 26 races on Saturday. 
Sunday, June 5, featured warmer 
temperatures in the mid-60s and 
clear, sunny skies with winds about 
9 knots and steadily WSW. Over the 
two days of competition there were 
40 races completed.

The Foundry is very proud of 
the Bay Sailing Team for competing 
at the national level and securing 
a 20th place finish. A big congratu-
lations to the Bay Sailing Team. 
Athletes that competed were: Jack 
Vanderhorst '22, Ella Adelman '22, 
Jonathan Mack '22, Annika Van-
derhorst '23, James Kelly '24, Kellie 
Keane '24, Noah Scholtz '25 and 
Sadie Young '25.

In addition to this remarkable 
success in high school sailing, the 
Foundry sent six student athletes to 
Sarasota, Florida, for the U.S. Rowing 
Youth National Championships held 
June 9-12.

These athletes are members 
of the Cleveland Foundry Juniors 
(CFJ), a club team comprised of 
student athletes from a variety of 
schools within Cleveland and the 
surrounding suburbs. They train and 
compete at the Foundry during both 
the fall and spring rowing seasons. 
Did you know that one of the largest 
sources of Division I and Division 
II college scholarships are given to 
high school women rowers? The 
sport is growing in popularity here 
in Northeast Ohio. 

The Foundry CFJ rowers had 
intense competition from a host of 
great rowing programs from across 
the country. Coached by Connor Saw-
yers and Matt Houser, the womens 
team finished in 22nd place in the 
U17 4x category. This team consist-
ed of Avery Douglas from Westlake 
High, Nola Foote from Fairview High, 
Anna Lee from Hathaway Brown, and 
Anneliese Larsen from Bay High. On 
the men's side, the team also finished 
in 22nd place overall under the U17 
2x category. The athletes represent-
ing CFJ were L. J. Justus from Lake-
wood High and Reed Livingston from 
Chagrin Falls High. 

Area students excel in rowing 
and sailing at national level

The Bay Sailing Team on the beach in San Diego at the Mallory Trophy Regatta.

by TARA WENDELL

The Bay Village Community 
Council invites all Bay resi-
dents to join us in celebration 

of this year’s Citizen of the Year, Pat-
rick McGannon, and Project of the 
Year, Bay Village Historical Society’s 
Revitalization Efforts. The ceremony 
will be held Saturday, July 16, 2 p.m., 
near Rose Hill Museum in Cahoon 

Memorial Park. City Council Presi-
dent Dwight Clark will present proc-
lamations on behalf of the city, fol-
lowed by tours of Rose Hill Museum 
and the Village Bicycle Cooperative.

Patrick is being honored for his 
tireless volunteerism and advocacy 
for sustainability and cycling. He is 
president of the Bay Village Green 
Team and is one of the founding 
members of the Village Bicycle 

Cooperative.
The Bay Village Historical Soci-

ety used the pandemic downtime 
to begin a complete inventory of its 
massive collection, leading to the 
discovery of hidden treasures and a 
reorganization of Rose Hill Museum. 
More than 7,000 historical artifacts 
have been entered into an archival 
database, along with more than 
11,000 images of those items. 

Citizen, Project of the Year celebration July 16
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The Bay Village Service Department provides 
residents (sorry NO commercial businesses please) 
the opportunity to drop off household hazardous 
waste items for disposal at the Service Department 
at 31300 Naigle Road on certain dates.

Household hazardous waste drop off dates for later 
summer/early fall, 2022 are:

Friday, July 29  – 7:30 am to 3:00 pm

Friday, August 26 – 7:30 am to 3:00 pm

Friday, September 30 – 7:30 am to 3:00 pm

Saturday, October 1 – 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
 
The following items WILL BE accepted for 
drop off:

Oil or solvent-based paint, sealers, primers or    
    coatings (aerosols or liquids)

Varnishes, polyurethanes or shellacs

Paint thinner, mineral spirits or turpentine

Pesticides, herbicides or fungicides

Caustic household cleaners

Pool chemicals

Oils and grease

Automotive fluids, motor oil or car batteries

Adhesives, roof tar or driveway sealer

Kerosene, gasoline or lighter fluid

Mercury

Additional items accepted during this quarter:

Scrap metal

Bulk items

Computers and Electronics

Used automotive tires WITHOUT RIMS will be  
    accepted on the August 26th date
 
The following is a list of items that WILL NOT be 
accepted for drop off:

Latex Paint - NO Latex paint will be accepted    
    - please follow guidelines for disposal at 
    www.cuyahogarecycles.com
Explosives, gun powder, ammunition or flares

Medical waste, pharmaceuticals medicine 
    or sharps

Non-automotive style batteries (AAA, AA, C, D, etc)

Smoke detectors

Fluorescent tubes and Compact Fluorescent  
    Lamps (CFL’s)

Asbestos

Business or commercial waste
 
For items not accepted or listed above, check the 
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District’s website
(www.cuyahogarecycles.com) for information on 
proper disposal. Contact the Bay Village Service 
Department at 440-871-1221 or check the city 
website (www.cityofbayvillage.com) for assistance 
with any additional questions.

Household Hazardous 
Waste Drop Off Information

Please Proofread _ WBV Observer©2022

Ptl. Giraldo served on the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol for the last five 
years. During that time, he specialized 
in criminal patrol interdiction, crash 
investigation, OVI investigation and traf-
fic enforcement. Born in Colombia, Ptl. 
Giraldo moved to Cleveland at the age of 
4 and grew up in Fairview Park with his 
parents and two younger brothers. He 
graduated from Bowling Green State Uni-
versity with a degree in criminal justice.

Ptl. Santiago has been a police offi-
cer for eight years, including six with the 
Cleveland Division of Police. He previ-
ously worked as a detective, investigating 
misdemeanor, felony and violent crime 
cases. Through his sharp attention to 
detail and work ethic, he successfully 
closed more than 190 cases. He was born 
in Puerto Rico and is fluent in Spanish 
and English, which he has utilized to 
bridge the gap between the police and 
the community.

Ptl. Barnie began his law enforce-
ment career five years ago with the City 
of Fairview Park where he was a member 
of the WEB Hazardous Devices Unit. He 
served 10 years in the U.S. Army as an 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) 
Technician and participated in three 
combat deployments in Iraq. He also 
worked as an instructor at the U.S. Navy 
EOD School in Florida for two years. 

POLICE from front page    

Ptl. Steve Barnie takes the oath of office administered by Mayor 
Dennis M. Clough at Westlake City Hall on June 28, 2022.

Ptl. Giovanni Santiago has his new badge pinned on by a family 
member at Westlake City Hall.
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by TAK SATO

An old friend of mine, who has a type B per-
sonality, was anything but calm when he 
called me one sweltering day last summer. 

So much so that I thought he was involved in an 
accident … or worse. I could guess only every other 
word he was rattling off at the speed of sound.

When I could finally interject, I told him to 
call me back on the Duo app I had taught him to 
use (instead of FaceTime) since I have an Android 
phone. I figured the added "visuals" of a video meet-
ing app will help calm him down faster than just 
audio. But he couldn't call me back using the Duo 
app. The reason for his panic, and the reason he 
couldn't call me back using Duo, was because he 
had lost/misplaced his new $1,000+ iPhone while 
vacationing abroad!

Before he left for vacation, I had a beer (or 
three) with him at our hut so I can share tips when 
traveling abroad. For example, a tip to minimize 
surprise surcharges when communicating back 
stateside from abroad and making sure he had the 
correct iCloud Photo settings on his iPhone so his 
mischief, err "fun," can be preserved.

One thing I always check, and actually it's on 
my checklist for setting up new smartphones/tab-
lets, is to confirm that "Find My iPhone" is turned 
ON in the Settings app. Sure, it is not 100% fool-
proof but this feature greatly increases the chance 
of zeroing-in on the location of your iPhone/iPad 
that is AWOL.

Pro tip: when setting up an iPhone/iPad, it is 
recommended to additionally add a trusted cell 
number (that is not yours but of someone you trust) 
to your Apple ID profile so they can receive verifica-
tion codes for the required two-factor authentica-
tion, "2FA" for short, explained below.

Since I set up his new iPhone, I already knew 
he had another trusted cell number listed. I also 
knew that he had no other Apple devices regis-
tered under the same Apple ID used by his missing 
iPhone, hence the verification code must be sent to 
the alternate cell number.

I started a browser on my Windows laptop, 
typed in icloud.com/find, provided his Apple ID, 
typed in his credential, and provided the verifica-
tion code from 2FA. After a few seconds, up came 
the map and the location of where his iPhone last 
checked-in with Apple. From this clue, I told him to 
look everywhere in his room as his iPhone on the 
map was superimposed at the location of the hotel 
he is staying at the resort.

The same functionality, "Find my Device," is 
available for Android-based smartphones/tablets 
at google.com/android/find and, similar to how 
the Apple version works, this one uses the Google 
Account used by the lost Android-based phone you 
are trying to locate instead.

Having a greater chance to find your lost device 
is a privacy compromise worth making in my opin-
ion. He found it stuck in-between loveseat cushions 
and was able to enjoy the rest of his vacation. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Lost & digitally 
found

Keep the Observer Free                       
Help sustain this community project by 
participating as an advertising partner.

Call us today for great rates at 
440-409-0114

or email us at staff@wbvobserver.com
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27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager
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Bethesda Childcare Center’s 

Car Wash 
&Bake Sale

July 7• 1-3 pm
28607 Wolf Road, 

Bay Village
Proceeds benefit 

Golden Treasures Golden 
Retriever Rescue

A similar version of this column first 
appeared in the September 2021 issue of 
the Observer.

by DIANA PI, M.D. 

Overturning Roe v. Wade does not 
change medical facts.

FACT #1:
What does “you’re 6 weeks pregnant” 

mean?
Ohio has a 6-week abortion ban. You 

may think you have 6 weeks to plan after 
you miss your first period – WRONG. You 
have 2 weeks, at best.

Doctors date pregnancy starting the 
first day of your last actual period. Let’s say 
your periods are a perfect 28 days. The first 
day you miss your period – that is, the first 
time you’re clued in that you’re pregnant – 
you’re already 4 weeks pregnant.

Studies show, on average, women 
become aware of pregnancy when they’re 
5.5 weeks pregnant (about 10 days after they 
miss their period). Longer if they don’t want 
to be pregnant (denial?). That means most 
women have less than 4 days to meet the 
Ohio abortion deadline.

Over-the-counter urine pregnancy 
tests work. They can pick up most pregnan-
cy on the first day you miss your period. It 
helps if you use concentrated urine, like the 
yellow, smelly first-morning urine. If nega-

tive, repeat the test for a few days to be sure.
FACT #2:
Early abortion can be done safely and 

easily with pills – at home.
Medication abortion is a two-drug 

combo: mifepristone and misoprostol. They 
mimic natural miscarriage. They terminate 
99.5% of pregnancies up to the 7th week, 
96.6% at 10 weeks. The earlier, the better.

They’ve been legal since 2000, FDA-
approved for up to 10 weeks pregnant. 
Millions of U.S. women have used it. The 
serious complication rate is less than 1%. 
Because of their safety, efficacy, and rela-
tively low cost, they’re on the World Health 
Organization Model List of Essential Medi-
cines – like penicillin, oxygen, ivermectin…

In the U.S., about half of abortions are 
done by medications: in Sweden, over 90% 
of abortions are.

Around here, the fees start around $500 
for early pregnancy termination medically 
or surgically. Some insurances reimburse, 
but not Medicaid.

Many online sites provide medica-
tion abortion. Check the Plan C website, 
plancpills.org, for more information. I trust 
Aid Access. Founded by a Dutch physician, 
aidaccess.org delivers medications around 
the world. First, you fill out a health ques-
tionnaire. If you qualify, medications will be 
mailed to you. The good parts: little fuss, low 
cost ($110-$150).

But I get hot flashes when I think of 
online sites. First, some are legit; others – 
who knows, you need to research carefully. 
Second, in the rare cases of complications, 
I worry about finding immediate medical 
help. Given the abortion legal minefield, 
do-it-yourself abortions have potential legal 
implications.

FACT #3:
Emergency contraception (morning-

after pills) are not abortion pills. Taken after 
oops sex, they dramatically reduce your 
chance of getting pregnant.

We don’t call them the morning-
after pills because they work up to 5 days 
after unprotected sex. Depending on the 
methods, about 0.1% to 2.6% will still get 
pregnant. If you do become pregnant – or 
are pregnant and accidentally take them 
– they’ll not harm or interfere with an ongo-
ing pregnancy.

We have three different kinds: levo-
norgestrel (Plan B, etc. $10 and up), ulip-
ristal acetate (ella, $41-$48), and IUD 
($0 to $1,300, most insurances including 
Medicaid cover. Financial aid available). 
Levonorgestrel pills are over-the-coun-
ter. Boys, girls, and Martians with $10 in 
cash can buy them.

Recently, people have stockpiled 
levonorgestrel pills. If you need them 
and pharmacies run out, try online 
stores.

Or:
1. Call your doctor for a prescription 

for ella. For women over 165 pounds, it 
works better than levonorgestrel pills.

2. IUD (Copper T, Mirena, etc) 
prevents accidental pregnancy over 
99% of the time (you can’t get a better 

guarantee from doctors than this). And it 
can be taken up to 5 days after unprotected 
intercourse. You need a healthcare profes-
sional to insert it. But once it’s in, it’s in, 
doubling as an effective contraceptive for 
6 to 12 years.

3. Last resort: Use oral contraceptive 
pills and create your own levonorgestrel 
pills. It’s called the Yuzpe Method. It’s what 
we used in the old days. Google it.

FACT #4:
The rate of abortion is similar between 

countries with the strictest abortion laws and 
the most liberal. The difference is safety.

In the U.S., our abortion rate has 
steadily declined for decades. Our teenager 
pregnancy rate is at an all-time low. Wher-
ever you sit on the abortion spectrum, we 
all want to reduce the need for abortions. 
As Bill Clinton said: “Abortion should be 
safe, legal, and rare.” Rare happens with 
effective public health – sex education and 
contraception. 

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

Four must-know medical 
facts about abortion

Charlotte Corbett of Bay Village celebrates 
the Fourth of July at the Bay Village 
fireworks display at Cahoon Park.

The Bay Village Kiwanis Club and members of the Bay Village 
High Key Club serve up curly fries at Bay Days.

Bay Days in Cahoon Park
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In honor of the Observer’s recent award from the 2022 All Ohio Excellence in 
Journalism competition, we thought we’d take a trip down memory lane and revisit 
some favorite features from past issues. Matt Owings of Westlake wrote to us about a 
feature from 2020, so we're reprinting it on the next page. We have some others in mind, 
but we’d love to hear from you. 

Do you have a favorite story and/or photo from a previous issue? Drop us a line 
at staff@wbvobserver.com.

Girl Scouts assess trees to earn badges

In the June 2020 issue of the Observer there was an article written by Denny 
Wendell titled “How Old is My Tree?”. That article grabbed my attention. At that 
time I cut out the page and posted it on our garage refrigerator. 
I had always wondered how old some of our trees were, as we have many large 

oaks and maples throughout our Dover Center property. I was shocked to learn of 
the age of these trees, and it gave me much more respect and gratitude for our leafy 
friends.  

Well, fast forward to May 2022, and our 7-year-old daughter is in her first 
year as a Girl Scout in Troop 70421. My wife, Kathleen, is a group leader and we 
hosted an afternoon event for the girls to earn the Buddy Camper badge. One of 
the activities was to locate and date trees on our property. I had taken that page 
that hung in the garage for two years and reproduced 20 color copies to share. It 
was a huge hit!  

We discovered that we have two 160-year-old sugar maples, two 135-year-
old pin oaks, and a huge 179-year-old sycamore. We spread the knowledge and 
created understanding for nature around us. It was Denny and the Observer who 
made that possible.

Personally, I wanted to share this so you can see you make a difference. All 
children left with copies of their new process to assess the trees, and some even 
asked for extra copies to share with friends. I believe these types of activities 
create respect and understanding for nature and the world around us, thank you 
for sharing.

– Matt Owings, Westlake resident

Do you have a favorite?

by NELSON BLOUNT

Pastor Mike Martel spent a life running 
from truth that called at his heart almost 
four decades ago. In December 2012 

Mike finally came to the understanding that 
only Christ could provide the peace and hope 
that alluded him as he ran. He surrendered fully 
to Christ's leadership. God provided him with 
a hunger and thirst for His Word – the Bible. At 
the same time "God gave me the desire to dem-
onstrate gratitude for God's mercy in my life."

As a recovering alcoholic and addict, Pastor 
Mike ministers to the recovery community, Pri-
mary Purpose, a drug and alcohol rehab facility 
twice a week, where he teaches a Bible study 
introducing God's healing power and teaching 
for those who seek change.

Pastor Mike believes Proverbs 3:5-6 needs 
to be taken to heart daily. This scripture is all 

about a relationship with God, "trusting Him 
with all your heart and leaning not on one's own 
understanding." Living this new life is about a 
relationship with God and not about religion.

Pastor Mike believes that the church as a 
whole is challenged by compromise, unbiblical 
teaching and an overall distrust of religious 
systems. His prayer is that the CrossPointe 
Community, 1800 Columbia Road in Westlake, 
continues to demonstrate God's love, grace and 
mercy in a biblical sound and uncompromis-
ing way. Pastor Mike quotes Camille Blount, 
"We're all in recovery in some way or fashion."

We are all called to demonstrate love, to 
express compassion, to let Christ shine through 
us demonstrating His hope. All are welcome at 
CrossPointe Community; the proud, the strong, 
the weak, the broken, the poor in spirit, and 
the wealthy self confident. God's love belongs 
to everyone. 

Newly appointed pastor in Westlake

Pastor Mike Martel

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

A Westlake Girl Scout troop – along with their parents and siblings – 
identify and date various trees.

Matt Owings measures the circumference of a tree to help determine its age.
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Tree Growth 
Species Factor
American Beech . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
American Elm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
American Sycamore . . . . . . . . . 4
Ash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Aspen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Basswood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Birch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Black Walnut . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.5
Black Willow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Cherry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Common Horsechestnut . . . . . 8
Cottonwood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Hornbeam (Ironwood) . . . . . . . 7
Littleleaf Linden . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Northern Red Oak  . . . . . . . . . . 4
Pin Oak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Redbud. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Red Maple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.5
Scotch Pine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.5
Shagbark Hickory . . . . . . . . . .7.5
Silver Maple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Sugar Maple  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.5
Sweet Gum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Swamp White Oak . . . . . . . . . . 5
Sycamore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Tulip Tree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
White Ash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
White Oak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Yellow Buckeye . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

This feature was originally printed in the June 2, 2020 issue.

by DENNY WENDELL

Here’s a fun outdoor activity you can do in 
your own yard. Estimate the age of your tree(s) 
following the steps below, courtesy of Purdue 
University. I’ll use the white oak in my backyard 

as an example. 

STEP 1. Measure the CIRCUMFERENCE of the tree 
trunk using a measuring tape that measures in feet 
and inches. This should be done at 54 inches above 
the ground, or slightly below shoulder height.

EXAMPLE:
Our white oak tree measures 11 feet, 3 inches in 
CIRCUMFERENCE or 135 inches. 

STEP 2. Calculate the DIAMETER. Divide the 
CIRCUMFERENCE by 3.14. 
For the white oak, the diameter of 135 inches 
divided by 3.14 = 43 inches.

STEP 3. Multiply the DIAMETER of the tree by the 
growth factor as determined by species.
Back to our white oak tree. I determined that the 
tree has a 43 inches DIAMETER, so you would then 
multiply it by the growth factor of 5 (refer to table 
below), and our answer is 215 years old! 

How old is my tree?

Tree City USA
More than 3,600 U.S. communities 
have made the commitment to 
become a Tree City USA. Both 
Westlake and Bay Village achieved 
Tree City USA status from the Arbor 
Day Foundation by meeting four 
core standards of sound urban 
forestry management: maintaining a 
tree board or department, having a 
community tree ordinance, spending 
at least $2 per capita on urban 
forestry and celebrating Arbor Day. 
Westlake has held the designation for 
30 years, Bay Village for 23 years.

American Elm

Hornbeam
(Ironwood)

Basswood

Birch

Aspen

Black Walnut

Ash

CIRCUMFERENCE                                    DIAMETER         GROWTH              TREE
       IN INCHES                                 FACTOR                AGE

Cherry Pin Oak

American 
Sycamore

54
inches
from

ground

American Beech

Black Willow

Common 
Horsechestnut

Cottonwood

Littleleaf Linden

Northern Red Oak

Redbud

Red Maple

Scotch Pine

Shagbark Hickory

Silver Maple

Sugar Maple

Sweet Gum

Swamp White Oak

Sycamore

Tulip Tree

White Ash

White Oak

Yellow Buckeye

For more tree information, visit bit.ly/
OhioTrees to view/download the Ohio 
DNR's "Trees of Ohio" field guide.

Also, visit mytree.itreetools.org to see 
an aerial view of your home’s trees.

My 215-year-old  
White Oak tree

:
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If you don't keep your feeder clean, hummingbirds will not visit it. Every 
filling, flush the feeder with hot tap water (not distilled); a bottle brush 
can be very helpful. Avoid soap whenever possible as hummingbirds can 
apparently taste soap/detergent residue. Clean the feeder thoroughly 
with a solution of 1/4 cup bleach to one gallon of water. Soak the feeder 
in this solution for one hour, then scrub and rinse.

14.13

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and 
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636 

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions are 
gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to get 

involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

Thank you to the donors who contributed to this issue:
George Arruda, Michael & Diane Ferry

Joan Kemper, Barbara Taushanoff

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and 

engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
If you are able to help us continue to provide a free 

medium where the community can share news, share 
stories and share laughs, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form. 
Donations may also be made by credit card at                

wbvobserver.com.

To provide a sustaining financial gift, recurring 
monthly donations in any amount may be arranged at 

wbvobserver.com.

We need your help

Founder of Westlake SRO 
program retires after 26 years

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough presents SRO Scott Fortkamp a proclamation 
recognizing his contributions to the Westlake Police Department, particularly 
the School Resource Officer Program.
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by GEORGE RYAN

A pleasure and bliss to look at Lake Erie
The waves while large are not fury
To sit there on a bench appreciating the view
It is always a joy and ever new
As Tennyson wrote as he looked at the sunset and          
     evening star
He thought of his passing and wanted no moaning as 
    he crossed the bar

Lake Erie from Huntington Park
POETRY & PROSE
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Clean your hummingbird feeders!


